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May 2: In Caracas, 7,000 employees of four trash collection companies launched a strike in protest
over wage payment delays. As of May 1, the government's sanitation department owed the
companies slightly more than US$123 million. Consequently, employers were unable to meet
respective payrolls at the end of April. May 4: An estimated 14,000 physicians employed at over 300
public hospitals and clinics launched an indefinite strike, charging the government with failing to
fulfill salary obligations under their contract. Strikers said the government owed doctors about US
$9.2 million in back pay. Spokespersons for the physicians' union said emergency services would
continue to operate as usual. Caracas city officials said 14,000 metric tons of trash were piled up
in the street. Experts say the capital's 4 million inhabitants produce 3.6 million MT of trash per
day. Trash collectors were expected to return to work the following day. Spokespersons for the
Federacion de Ganaderos (Fedenaga), Federacion de Agricultores (Fedeagro), and the Federacion
de Pesqueros (Fedepesca) announced plans to launch a 24-hour strike May 7. They insist on the
resignation of Agriculture Minister Jonathan Coles. Fedeagro president Cruz Hernandez said
the three organizations demand the return of subsidies, eliminated by the government in 1989.
According to Hernandez, "neoliberal" trade policies have caused recession and decapitalization
throughout the nation's agricultural and fisheries sector. He said, "depression in agriculture
and livestock production has led us to import North American foodstuffs, equally subsidized
and produced with credit at 4% interest rates." Fedeagro spokespersons say the top three
negative factors are high input prices, currency devaluation (69% over the past three years), and
spiralling inflation (about 150% since 1989). As a first step in preventing the collapse of agricultural
enterprises, Fedeagro is calling for an immediate price freeze on inputs. May 7: Farmers, livestock
growers and fisherfolk froze all shipments to urban markets, food processing plants and storage
facilities. They also succeeded in defying the government's ban on roadblocks, forcing cars and
trucks to stop on several major highways around the country. May 8: Public sector physicians voted
to continue their strike. May 11: Employees of the state-run Scientific Research Institute (Instituto
de Investigaciones Cientificas-IVIC) blocked the highway linking the San Antonio de los Altos
and Los Teques suburbs with downtown Caracas. The IVIC employees launched a strike May 4.
An estimated 6,000 employees of the Treasury Ministry were on strike Monday. Several strikers
occupied the federal government's income tax office in the Los Ruices neighborhood. A total of 1.3
million cabinet ministry employees plan sit-down strikes and other measures this week to pressure
the government into negotiating contracts. Owners of 4,000 pharmacies in Caracas announced
plans for a 24-hour strike Tuesday to protest government plans to authorize the sale of medicines in
supermarkets and general stores. The nation's airport employees, and services workers employed
on Margarita island Venezuela's top tourist attraction announced plans for a 24-hour strike on
Tuesday. Merchant Marine workers announced plans to strike. The Marine fleet is comprised of
70 ships. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE, 05/04/92, 05/08/92; Agence France- Presse,
05/02/92, 05/04-08/92, 05/11/92)
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